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THE SECOND TREATISE OF THE GREAT SETH
VII 49, 10-70, 12

And the perfect Majesty is at rest ' in the ' ineffable light, ' in the
truth of the mother ' of all these, and all of you 15 that attain to me, '
to me alone who am perfect, because of ' the Word. For I exist with
all the ' greatness of the Spirit, which is a ' friend to us and our
kindred alike, since 1 brought ' forth a word to the glory ' of our
Father, through ' his goodness, as well as an ' imperishable thought;
that is, the Word 25 within him—"' it is slavery that we shall die with '
Christ—and an imperishable ' and undefiled thought, an'incom-
prehensible marvel, the writing 3 of the ineffable water ' which is ' the
word from us. It is I who am in ' you (pl.), and you ' are in me, just
as the % Father is in you 50 in innocence.

Let us ' gather an assembly together. ' Let us visit that creation ' of
his. Let us send someone ® forth in it, just as he visited ' (the> Ennoias,
the regions ' below. And I said these things ' to the whole multitude of
the ' multitudinous assembly of the® rejoicing Majesty. ' The whole
house of the Father of Truth rejoiced ' that I am the one who is ' from
them. I produced thought ' about the Ennoias which came '3 out of the
undefiled Spirit, ' about the descent upon the water, ' that is, the regions
below. ' And they all had ' a single mind, since it 2¢ is out of one. They
charged ' me since I was willing. ' I came forth to reveal ' the glory to
my kindred ' and my fellow spirits. 28

For those who were ' in the world had been prepared by the will ' of
our sister Sophia—' she who is a whore—' because of the innocence
which 3 has not been uttered. And she did not ' ask anything from '
the All, nor from the greatness ' of the Assembly, nor from the ' Pleroma.
Since she was first she came forth 51 to prepare monads and ' places for
the Son of Light, ' and the fellow workers ' which she took from ® the
elements below ' to build ' bodily dwellings from them. ' But, having
come into being in an ' empty glory, they ended 1° in destruction in the
dwellings ' in which they were, since they were ' prepared by ' Sophia.
They stand ready ' to receive 13 the life-giving word of ' the ineffable
Monad ' and of the greatness of the assembly ' of all those who perse-
vere ' and those who are % in me.

I visited a ' bodily dwelling. 1 cast ' out the one who was ' in it
first, and 1 ' went in. And 2 the whole multitude ' of the archons
became troubled. ' And all the matter of the archons ' as well as all the
begotten powers of the earth ' were shaken when 30 it saw the likeness
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of the Image, ' since it was mixed. And I am the one who ' was in it,
not resembling ' him who was in it ' first. For he was an 52 earthly man,
but I, ' I am from above ' the heavens. I did not refuse ' them even to
become ® a Christ, but I did not reveal ' myself to them in the love '
which was coming forth from me. ' I revealed that I am a ' stranger to
the regions 1 below.

There was a great ' disturbance in ' the whole earthly area with '
confusion and flight, as well as (in) the plan ' of the archons. And some 15
were persuaded, when they saw ' the wonders which were being ac-
complished by ' me. And ' all these, with the race, that came ' down,
flee from him 2° who had fled from the throne ' to the Sophia of hope, '
since she had earlier given the sign ' concerning us and all the ones '
with me—those of the race 2 of Adonaios. Others ' also fled, as if '
from the Cosmocrator ' and those with him, ' since they have brought
every (kind of) punishment3® upon me. And there was a flight ' of
their mind ' about what they would counsel ' concerning me, thinking '
that she (Sophia) is the whole greatness, and 3% speaking false witness, '
moreover, against the Man and the whole greatness 53 of the assembly. '
It was not possible for them to know ' who the Father of ' Truth, the
Man of the > Greatness, is. But they who received ' the name because
of contact with ' ignorance—which (is) a burning ' and a vessel—having
created ' it to destroy Adam !° whom they had made, in order to ' cover
up those who are theirs ' in the same way. But they, ' the archons, those
of the place of Yaldabaoth, ' reveal the realm of '® the angels, which '
humanity was seeking ' in order that they may not know the Man of
Truth. ' For Adam, ' whom they had formed, appeared to them. 2
And a fearful motion came about ' throughout their entire dwelling,
lest ' the angels ' surrounding them rebel. For without those ' who were
offering praise—l did ® not really die lest ' their archangel become
empty. '

And then ' a voice—of the Cosmocrator—' came to the angels: 30
“I am God and ' there is no other beside me.” But I ' laughed joyfully '
when I examined his empty glory. ' But he went on to 3 say, “Who 54
is man?” And the entire host ' of his angels who had ' seen Adam and
his dwelling were laughing ' at his smallness. And® thus did their
Ennoia come to be ' removed outside the Majesty ' of the heavens, i.e.
the ' Man of Truth, ' whose name they saw since he is ¥ in a small
dwelling place, ' since they are small (and) senseless ' in their empty
Ennoia, ' namely their laughter. It was ' contagion for them.

The whole greatness 15 of the Fatherhood of the ' Spirit was at rest in '
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his places. And I am he ' who was with him, since I have ' an Ennoia
of a single emanation 2° from the eternal ones ' and the ' undefiled and
immeasurable incomprehensibilities. ' I placed the small Ennoia ' in the
world, # having disturbed them and ' frightened the whole multitude of
the ' angels and their ruler. And I ' was visiting them all ' with fire
and ®° flame because of my Ennoia. And ' everything pertaining to them
was brought about ' because of me. And there came about a disturbance'
and a fight around ' the Seraphim and Cherubim, 3% since their glory
will fade, 55 and the confusion around ' Adonaios on both sides ' and
their dwelling—to the Cosmocrator ' and him who said, 3 ““Let us seize
him’’; others ' again, “The plan will certainly not materialize.” ' For
Adonaios knows me ' because of hope. ' And I was 10 in the mouths of
lions. And ' the plan which they devised ' about me to release ' their
Error and their senselessness—' I did not succumb to them as!® they
had planned. But I was ' not afflicted at all. Those who were there
punished ' me. And ' I did not die in reality ' but in appearance, lest 20
I be put to shame by them ' because these are my kinsfolk. I ' removed
the shame from me ' and I did not become fainthearted in the face of
what ' happened to me at their hands. 2* I was about to ' succumb to
fear, and 1 ' {suffered) according to their sight ' and thought, in order
that ' they may never find any word to speak 3 about them. For my
death ' which they think happened, ' (happened) to them in their ' error
and blindness, ' since they nailed their® man unto their death. ' For
their Ennoias did not see 56 me, for they were deaf ' and blind. ' But
in doing these things, they condemn ' themselves. Yes, they saw ® me;
they punished me. ' It was another, their father, ' who drank the gall
and the vinegar; ' it was not I. They struck ' me with the reed; it was
another, Simon, 1° who bore the cross on ' his shoulder. ' It was another
upon whom they placed ' the crown of thorns. ' But I was rejoicing in
the height 1* over all the wealth ' of the archons and the offspring ' of
their error, of their ' empty glory. And I was ' laughing at their ig-
norance. 20 ‘

And I subjected all their powers. ' For as I came ' downward no one
saw me. ' For I was altering my shapes, ' changing from % form to
form. And ' therefore, when I was at their gates 'l assumed their
likeness. ' For I passed them by ' quietly, and I was viewing the 3¢ places,
and I was not afraid ' nor ashamed, ' for I was undefiled. And I was '
speaking with them, mingling with ' them through those who are %
mine, and trampling on those who 57 are harsh to them with zeal, ' and
quenching the flame. ' And I was doing all these things ' because of
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my desire ® to accomplish what I desired ' by the will of the Father
above. '

And the Son ' of the Majesty, who was hidden ' in the region below, 10
we brought to the height where I {was) ' in all these aeons with them, '
which (height) no one has seen ' nor known, where ' the wedding of the
wedding robe is, 15 the new one and ' not the old, nor does it perish. '
For it is a new and perfect bridal chamber of thte ' heavens, as I ' have
revealed (that) there are 20 three ways: an ' undefiled mystery in a'
spirit of this aecon, which does not ' perish, nor is it fragmentary, ' nor
able to be spoken # of; rather, it is ' undivided, universal, ' and per-
manent. For the soul, the one ' from the height, will not speak ' about
the error which is here, nor 3 transfer from these aeons, ' since it will be !
transferred when it becomes free and when it ' is endowed with nobility
in the world, standing 58 before the Father without weariness ' and fear,
always mixed ' with the Nous of power (and) ' of form. They will see
me ?® from every side without hatred. ' For since they see me, they are
being seen (and) ' are mixed with them. Since they ' did not put me to
shame, they were not ' put to shame. Since they were not afraid 1°
before me, they will pass by ' every gate without fear and ' will be
perfected in the third ' glory.

It was ' my going to 15 the revealed height which the world did not
accept, ' my third baptism in a revealed image. ' When they had fled
from ' the fire of the ' seven Authorities, and 2 the sun of the powers of '
the archons set, darkness took them. ' And the world became poor '
when he was restrained with a multitude ' of fetters. They nailed him %
to the tree, and they fixed him with ' four nails of brass. The ' veil of
his temple ' he tore with his hands. It was a ' trembling which seized 3¢
the chaos of the earth, ' for the souls which were ' in the sleep below
were released. ' And they arose. They went about ' boldly, having
shed 59 zealous service of ignorance ' and unlearnedness ' beside the
dead tombs, ' having put on the new man,  since they have come to
know ' that perfect Blessed One of ' the eternal and incomprehensible
Father ' and the infinite light, ' which is I, since I came to 1 my own
and united ' them with myself. There is no need ' for many words, '
for our Ennoia was with their Ennoia. ' Therefore they knew what 1%
I speak of, for we took counsel ' about the destruction of the ' archons.
And therefore I did ' the will of the Father, who is I. '

After we went forth from our home, 2® and came down to this world, '
and came into being in the world ' in bodies, we were hated ' and
persecuted, not only ' by those who are ignorant, but  also by those
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who think that ' they are advancing the name of Christ, ' since they
were unknowingly empty, ' not knowing ' who they are, like dumb
animals. 3 They ' persecuted those who have been liberated ' by me,
since they hate them—' those who, should they shut ' their mouth,
would weep with a 3 profitless groaning because 60 they did not fully
know me. ' Instead, they served two masters, ' even a multitude. But
you will become ' victorious in everything, in ® war and battles, ' jealous
division ' and wrath. But in the ' uprightness of our love we are'
innocent, pure, 1 (and) good, since we have a mind ' of the Father in
an ' ineffable mystery. '

For it was ludicrous. It is I ' who bear witness that it was ludicrous, 1®
since the archons do not know ' that it is an ' ineffable union of ' un-
defiled truth, as exists ' among the sons of light, 2 of which they made
an imitation, ' having proclaimed ' a doctrine of a dead man ' and lies
so as to resemble the freedom ' and purity of 2 the perfect assembly, '
(and) {joining) themselves with their doctrine ' to fear and slavery, '
woildly cares, ' and dbandoned worship, 3® being small (and) ignorant
since they do not ' contain the ' nobility of the truth, ' for they hate the
one in whom ' they are, and love 3 the one in whom they are not. ' For
they did not know the 61 Knowledge of the Greatness, ' that it is from
above ' and (from) a fountain of truth, and that ' it is not from slavery 3
and jealousy, ' fear and love of ' worldly matter. For that ' which is
not theirs and that which ' is theirs they use 1° fearlessly and freely. '
They do not desire because ' they have authority, and (they have) a '
law from themselves over ' whatever they will wish. 13

But those who have not are poor, ' that is, those who do not possess
him. ' And they desire him and ' lead astray those, who through ' them
have become like those who possess 20 the truth of their freedom, ' just
as they bought us for ' servitude and constraint of ' care and fear. This
person is ' in slavery. 25 And he who is brought by ' constraint of force
and threat ' has been guarded by ' God. But the entire nobility ' of the
Fatherhood 3 is not guarded, since he guards only him ' who is from
him, without ' word and constraint, since he is united ' with his will, he
who belongs only to the ' Ennoia of the Fatherhood, 3 to make it
perfect ' and ineffable through 62 the living water, to be ' with you
mutually in wisdom, ' not only in word ' of hearing but in deed ® and
fulfilled word. ' For the perfect ones are worthy to be established ' in
this way and to be ' united with me, in order that they may not share '
in any enmity, in 3® a good friendship. I ' accomplish everything through
the Good One, ' for this is the union of the truth, ' that they should
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have no adversary. ' But everyone 15 who brings division—and ' he will
learn no wisdom at all ' because he brings division and ' is not a friend—
is hostile to ' them all. But he who lives 2° in harmony and friendship '
of brotherly love, ' naturally and not artificially, * completely and ' not
partially, this person is truly the desire 2 of the Father. He is the '
universal one and perfect love. '

For Adam was a laughingstock, ' since he was made a counterfeit '
type of man 3° by the Hebdomad, ' as if he had become stronger ' than
I and my brothers. We ' are innocent with respect to him, ' since we
have not sinned. *® And Abraham and Isaac ' and Jacob were a laughing-
stock, since they, ' the counterfeit fathers, were given a name ' by the
Hebdomad, as if 63 he had become stronger than I ' and my brothers.
We are ' innocent with respect to him, since we have not sinned. '
David was a laughingstock 5 in that his son was named the Son ' of
Man, having been influenced ' by the Hebdomad, ' as if he had become
stronger than I ' and the follow members of my race. !® But we are
innocent with respect to him; ' we have not sinned. Solomon was a
laughingstock, ' since he thought that he was Christ, ' having become
vain through ' the Hebdomad, as if he had become ¥ stronger than I
and my brothers. ' But we are innocent with respect to ' him. I have
not sinned. ' The 12 prophets were laughingstocks, ' since they have
come forth as imitations of 2 the true prophets. They came into being '
as counterfeits through ' the Hebdomad, as if ' he had become stronger
than 1 ' and my brothers. But we are 2% innocent with respect to him,
since we have not sinned. ' Moses, ' a faithful servant, was a laughing-
stock, ' having been named ‘“‘the Friend,” ' since they perversely bore
witness concerning him % who never ' knew me. Neither he ' nor those
before him, from ' Adam to Moses and ' John the Baptist, 3 none of
them knew me nor 64 my brothers.

For they had -a ' doctrine of angels ' to observe dietary laws and '
bitter slavery, since they never  knew truth, ' nor will they know it. '
For there is a great deception ' upon their soul making it impossible '
for them ever to find a Nous of 1° freedom in order to know ' him, until
they come to know the Son ' of Man. Now concerning my Father, ' I
am he whom the world ' did not know, and because of this, 1® it (the
world) rose up against me and my brothers. ' But we are innocent
with respect to ' him; we have not sinned. '

For the Archon was a laughingstock because he said, ' “I am God,
and 2 there is none greater than I. I ' alone am the Father, the Lord, and '
there is no other beside me. I ' am a jealous God, who ' brings the sins
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of the fathers  upon the children for three and ' four generations.”
As if he had ' become stronger than I and my brothers! ' But we are
innocent ' with respect to him, in that we have not sinned, 3 since we
mastered his teaching. Thus ' he was in an empty glory. ' And he does
not agree ' with our Father. And thus ' through our fellowship 3 we
grasped his teaching, since he ' was vain in an ' empty glory. And he
does ' not agree with our Father, ' for he was a laughingstock and 65
judgment and false prophecy. '

O those who do ' not see, you do not see your ' blindness, i.e. this
which was 5 not known, nor ' has it ever been known, nor ' has it been
known about him. ' They did not listen to firm obedience. ' Therefore
they proceeded 1 in a judgment of error, ' and they raised their'
defiled and murderous hands against him ' as if they were beating the
air. ' And the senseless and blind ones 1% are always senseless, ' always
being slaves ' of law and ' earthly fear.

I am Christ, ' the Son of Man, the one 2 from you (pl.) who is among
you. ' I am despised for your sake, in ' order that you yourselves ' may
forget the difference. ' And do not become female, 25 lest you give
birth to evil ' and (its) brothers: jealousy ' and division, anger ' and
wrath, fear ' and a divided heart, and % empty, non-existent desire. '
But I am ' an ineffable mystery to you. '

Then before the ' foundation of the world, 3 when the whole multi-
tude ' of the Assembly came together ' upon the places of the Ogdoad, 66
when they had taken counsel about a ' spiritual wedding ‘which is in
union, ' and thus he was perfected ' in the ineffable places ® by a living
word, ' the undefiled wedding was consummated ' through the Mesotes '
of Jesus, who inhabits ' them all and possesses 1® them, who abides in
an ' undivided love of power. ' And surrounding him, he ' appears to
him as ' a Monad of all these, !* a thought and a father, since he is '
one. And he stands ' by them all, since he ' as a whole came forth alone.
And ' he is life, since he came from the *® Father of ineffable ' and
perfect Truth, ' (the father) of those who are there, the union ' of peace
and a friend ' of good things, and life 28 eternal and undefiled joy, ' in a
great harmony ' of life and faith, ' through eternal life ' of fatherhood
and 3 motherhood and sisterhood ' and rational wisdom. ' They had
agreed with Nous, ' who stretches out (and) will stretch ' out in joyful
union % and is trustworthy 67 and faithfully listens to ' someone. And
he is in fatherhood ' and motherhood ' and rational brotherhood ® and
wisdom. And this is a ' wedding of truth, ' and a repose of incorruption, '
in a spirit of truth, ' in every mind, and a 1® perfect light in an ' un-
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nameable mystery. ' But this is not, nor ' will it happen among us ' in
any region or place ! in division and breach ' of peace, but (in) union '
and a mixture of love, all of which ' are perfected in the one who is. '

It (fem.) also happened in the places 2° under heaven for their recon-
ciliation. ' Those who knew me ' in salvation and undividedness, ' and
those who existed ' for the glory of the father 2 and the truth, having
been separated, ' blended into the one ' through the living word. '
And I am in the spirit ' and the truth of the 3 motherhood, just as he
has been there; ' I was among those ' who are united in the friendship '
of friends forever, ' who neither know 3 hostility at all, ' nor evil, but
who are united 68 by my Knowledge ' in word and peace ' which exists
in perfection ' with everyone and in 5 them all. And those who ' assumed
the form of my type will ' assume the form of my word. Indeed, these '
will come forth in light forever, ' and (in) friendship with each other 1
in the spirit, since they have known ' in every respect (and) indivisibly '
that what is is One. And ' all of these are one. And thus ' they will
learn about the One, as (did) 15 the Assembly and those dwelling ' in it.
For the father ' of all these exists, being immeasurable ' (and) im-
mutable: Nous ' and Word and Division 2 and Envy and Fire. ' And
he is entirely one, being ' the All with them all in a ' single doctrine
because all these ' are from a single spirit. 2 O unseeing ones, why '
did you not know the mystery ' rightly? '

But the archons ' around Yaldabaoth were disobedient because of 30
the Ennoia who went down to him ' from her sister Sophia. ' They made
for themselves a union ' with those who were with ' them in a mixture
of 69 a fiery cloud, which ' was their Envy, and the rest ' who were
brought forth by ' their creatures, as if 5 they had bruised the noble
pleasure ' of the Assembly. ' And therefore they revealed ' a mixture
of ignorance ' in a counterfeit 1 of fire and ' earth and a murderer,
since ' they are small and untaught, ' without knowledge having dared '
these things, and not having understood 1 that light has fellowship '
with light, and darkness ' with darkness, and the ' corruptible with the
perishable, ' and the imperishable with the incorruptible. 2

Now these things I have presented to you (pl.)—' I am Jesus Christ,
the Son of ' Man, who is exalted above the heavens—, ' O perfect and
incorruptible ones, ' because of the 2* incorruptible and perfect mystery '
and the ineffable one. ' But they think that we decreed ' them before the
foundation ' of the world in order that, 3 when we emerge from the
places ' of the world, we may present there ' the symbols of ' incor-
ruption from the ' spiritual union unto 70 knowledge. You (pl.) do not
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know ' it because the fleshly cloud ' overshadows you. ' But I alone am
the friend of Sophia. 3 I have been in the bosom ' of the father from the
‘beginning, in the place ' of the sons of the truth, and ' the Greatness.
Rest then with me, ' my fellow spirits and my brothers, 1° for ever. '

Second Treatise '
of the Great Seth

APOCALYPSE OF PETER (VI], 3)

Introduced by

JAMES BRASHLER

Translated by
ROGER A. BULLARD

Edited by
FREDERIK WISSE

The Apocalypse of Peter is a pseudonymous Christian Gnostic writing that
contains an account of a revelation seen by the apostle Peter and interpreted
by Jesus the Savior. The persecution of Jesus is used as a model for under-
standing early Christian history in which a faithful Gnostic remnant is op-
pressed by those ‘“‘who name themselves bishop and also deacons.”

This document belongs to the literary genre of the apocalypse. It is organized
around three vision reports attributed to Peter. The visions are explained by
the Savior, who functions as the interpreting angel commonly found in apoc-
alyptic literature. In a series of prophecies that actually reflect past events,
the early Christian church is portrayed as divided into various factions which
oppose the Gnostic community. The world is a hostile environment for the
immortal souls (the Gnostics), who outwardly resemble the mortal souls
(non-Gnostics) but inwardly differ from them by virtue of their immortal
essence.” Having been given knowledge of their heavenly origin, the Gnostics
long for the return of the heavenly Son of Man, who will come as the eschato-
logical judge to condemn the oppressors and vindicate the Gnostics.

The apocalyptic form of this tractate has been employed to present a Gnostic
understanding of Christian tradition about Jesus. The traditional material is
skilifully interpreted in accordance with Gnostic theology. The first visionary
scene, depicting the hostile priests and people about to kill Jesus (72, 4-9) is
interpreted in terms of at least six groups characterized as “blind ones who
have no guide.” Many of these groups appear to be from the orthodox church,
but some of them may be better understood as rival Gnostic sects. The second
scene (81, 3-14) describes Peter’s vision of the crucifixion of Jesus. The ac-
companying interpretation by Jesus makes a distinction between the external
physical form and the living Jesus; the latter stands nearby laughing at his
ignorant persecutors. The third visionary scene (82, 4-16) corresponds to the
resurrection of Jesus in orthodox tradition, but it is interpreted in Gnostic
terms as a reunification of the spiritual body of Jesus with the intellectual
light of the heavenly pleroma.

The Apocalypse of Peter is significant in several respects. It contains im-
portant source material for a Gnostic Christology that understands Jesus as
a docetic redeemer. The view of the Gnostic community, including its relation-
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ship to Peter as its originator, is another key theme of this document. Of
considerable interest are the identity of the Gnostic group to which the
writing is addressed, and the stage of the controversy, between emerging
orthodoxy and heresy, presupposed by the tractate. It would appear that the
Apocalypse of Peter was written in the third century, when this distinction
between orthodoxy and heresy was rather clearly drawn.

APOCALYPSE OF PETER
VII 70, 13-84, 14

Apocalypse of Peter '

As the Savior was sitting in 13 the temple in the three hundredth (year)
of ' the covenant and the agreement of ' the tenth pillar, and ' being
satisfied with the number ' of the living, incorruptible Majesty, 2 he
said to me, “Peter, ' blessed are those ' above belonging to the Father '
who revealed life ' to those who are from the life, through 2 me, since
I reminded (them), ' they who are built ' on what is strong, ' that they
may hear my word ' and distinguish words 3 of unrighteousness and '
transgression of law ' from righteousness, as 71 being from the height
of ' every word of this pleroma ' of truth, having ' been enlightened in
good pleasure by ® him whom the principalities sought. ' But they did
not find ' him, nor was he. mentioned ' among any generation of ' the
prophets. He has 1° now appeared among these, ' in him who appeared, '
who is the Son of Man ' who is exalted above the heavens in ' a fear of
men of like essence. 15 But you yourself, Peter, ' become perfect ' in
accordance with your name with myself, ' the one who chose you,
because ' from you I have established a base 2° for the remnant whom I
have ' summoned to knowledge. ' Therefore be strong until the '
imitation of righteousness—' of him who had summoned you, 2 having
summoned you ' to know him in a way which is ' worth doing because
of the rejection ' which happened to him, and the sinews ' of his hands
and his feet, 3 and the crowning ' by those of the middle region, ' and
the body of ' his radiance which they bring ' in hope of 72 service
because of a reward ' of honor—as he was about to reprove ' you three
times ' in this night.”

And as he was saying ® these things, I saw the priests ' and the people
running up ' to us with stones, as if they ' would kill us; and I was
afraid ' that we were going to die.

And 1 he said to me, “Peter, I have told ' you many times that '
they are blind ones who have ' no guide. If you want ' to know their
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blindness, 15 put your hands upon (your) eyes—' your robe—and say *
what you see.” '

But when I had done it, I did not see ' anything. I said, “No one sees
(this way).” 20

Again he told me, ' “Do it again.”

And there came ' in me fear with ' joy, for I saw a ' new light greater
than the % light of day. Then ' it came down upon the Savior. ' And I
told him about those things ' which I saw.

And ' he said to me again, “Lift up 3® your hands and ' listen to
what 73 the priests and the people are saying.”

And ' I listened to the priests as they sat ' with the scribes. The
multitudes were ' shouting with their voice.

When he 5 heard these things from me ' he said to me, “‘Prick up
your ears ' and listen ' to the things they are saying.” '

And I listened again. “As you sit 10 they are praising you.”

And ' when I said these things, the Savior said, ' “I have told you
that these (people) ' are blind and ' deaf. Now then, listen to 15 the
things which they are telling you ' in a mystery, and ' guard them. Do
not tell them to the ' sons of this age. ' For they shall blaspheme 20
you in these ages since they ' are ignorant of you, ' but they will praise
you in knowledge. '

“For many ' will accept our teaching in the beginning. * And they
will turn ' from them again by the will ' of the Father of their error, '
because they have done what he wanted. ' And he will reveal them 3¢
in his judgment, i.e. ' the servants of the Word. * But those who became
74 mingled with these shall become ' their prisoners, ' since they are
without perception. ' And the guileless, good, 5 pure one they push ' to
the worker of death, ' and to the kingdom of ' those who praise Christ '
in a restoration. 1 And they praise the men ' of the propagation of
falsehood, ' those who will come after you. ' And they will cleave to the
name ' of a dead man, thinking !® that they will become pure. But '
they will become greatly defiled and they will ' fall into a name of error, '
and into the hand of an ' evil, cunning man and a 2® manifold dogma,
and they will be ' ruled ' heretically.

“For some ' of them will ' blaspheme the truth and ?® proclaim evil
teaching. And ' they will say evil things ' against each other. Such '
will be named: ' (those) who stand in (the) strength 2 of the archons,
of a man ' and a naked woman ' who is manifold ' and subject to much '
suffering. And 75 those who say these things will ' ask about dreams.
And if they ' say that a dream ' came from a demon % worthy of their
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error, then ' they shall be given perdition instead ' of incorruption.

“For evil ' cannot produce ' good fruit (cf. Luke 6:43). For® the
place from which each of them is ' produces that which is like itself; '
for not every soul is ' of the truth, nor ' of immortality. 13 For every
soul of these ages ' has death assigned to it ' in our view, because '
it is always a slave, ' since it is created for its desires 20 and their eternal '
destruction, in which ' they are and ' from which they are. ' They (the
souls) love the creatures 2 of the matter which came forth ' with them.

“But ' the immortal souls are not like these, ' O Peter. But indeed,
as long as ' the hour is not yet come, (the immortal soul) 3 shall '
resemble a mortal one. ' But it shall not reveal ' its nature, that it ' alone
is the 76 immortal one, and thinks about ' immortality, having faith, '
and desiring to renounce ' these things.

“For people do not gather 3 figs from thorns or from ' thorn trees, if
they ' are wise, nor grapes ' from thistles (cf. Luke 6:44). ' For on the
one hand, that which is 1° always becoming is in that ' from which it is,
being ' from what is not good, which ' becomes destruction for it (the
soul) and ' death. But that (immortal soul) which comes to be !5 in the
Eternal One is in the One of ' the life and the immortality of ' the life
which they resemble. '

“Therefore all that which exists ' not will dissolve into what 2° exists
not. ' For deaf and ' blind ones join only with ' their own kind. '

“But others shall change % from evil words ' and misleading ' mys-
teries. Some ' who do not understand mystery ' speak of things which 3¢
they do not understand, ' but they will boast ' that the mystery ' of the

_truth is theirs ' alone. And % in haughtiness 77 they shall grasp at pride '
to envy the ' immortal soul which has become a pledge. ' For every
authority, rule, 3 and power of the aeons ' wishes to be with ' these in
the creation of ' the world, in order that those who ' are not, having
been forgotten 1® by those that are, ' may praise them, ' though they
have not been saved, nor have they ' been brought to the Way by them, '
always wishing 1% that they may become ' imperishable ones. ' For if
the immortal soul ' receives power in an ' intellectual spirit—. But im-
mediately 2 they join with one ' of those who misled them. '

“But many others, ' who oppose the ' truth and are the messengers 2®
of error, will ' set up their error and ' their law against ' these pure
thoughts of mine, ' as looking out 3 from one (perspective), thinking '
that good and evil ' are from one (source). ' They do business in 78
my word. And they will propagate ' harsh fate. ' The race of immortal '
souls will go in it & in vain ' until my Parousia. ' For they shall come out
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of them—' and my forgiveness of ' their transgressions 1? into which they
fell through ' their adversaries, ' whose ransom I got ' from the slavery
in which ' they were, to give them 1® freedom that they may create ' an
imitation remnant ' in the name of a dead man, ' who is Hermas, of the '
first-born of unrighteousness, 2 in order that the light which exists '
may not be believed ' by the little ones. ' But those of this sort are the
workers ' who will be cast into the outer darkness,?® away from the
sons ' of light. For neither will they ' enter, ' nor do they permit ' those
who are going up to 3 their approval for ' their release.

““And still others ' of them who suffer think ' that they will perfect 79
the wisdom of the brotherhood ' which really exists, which is the '
spiritual fellowship with those ' united in communion, ® through which '
the wedding of ' incorruptibility shall be revealed. ' The kindred race '
of the sisterhood will appear 1° as an imitation. ' These are the ones who
oppress ' their brothers, saying ' to them, ‘Through this ' our God has
pity, 13 since salvation comes ' to us through this,” not knowing ' the
punishment of those who ' are made glad by those who ' have done. this
thing to the little ones whom 2 they saw, (and) whom they took '
prisoner. '

“And there shall be others ' of those who are outside our ' number
who name themselves 2> bishop and also ' deacons, as if they have
received ' their authority from God. ' They bend themselves under the '
judgment of the leaders. 3 Those people are ' dry canals.” '

But I said, “I am afraid because ' of what you have told me, that 80
indeed little (ones) are, in our view, the ' counterfeit ones, ' indeed, that
there are multitudes that will mislead ' other multitudes of living ones, °
and destroy them among ' themselves. And when they speak your
name ' they will be believed.” '

The Savior said, “For a time ' determined for them in 1% proportion
to their error they will ' rule over the little ones. And ' after the com-
pletion of ' the error, the ' never-aging one of the immortal under-
standing !5 shall become young, and they (the little ones) shall rule over '
those who are their rulers. ' The root of their error ' he shall pluck out,
and he shall ' put it to shame so that it shall be manifest 2° in all the
impudence which it ' has assumed to itself. And ' such ones shall
become ' unchangeable, O Peter.

“Come ' therefore, let us go on with the completion % of the will of
the ' incorruptible Father. ' For behold, those who will ' bring them
judgment are coming, and they ' will put them to shame. But me 3
they cannot touch. ' And you, O Peter, shall ' stand in their midst. Do
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not be ' afraid because of your cowardice. 81 Their minds shall be
closed, ' for the invisible one ' has opposed them.”

When ' he had said those things, I saw him 3 seemingly being seized '
by them. And ' I said, “What do I see, ' O Lord, that it is you yourself '
whom they take, and that you are 1° grasping me? Or who is this one, '
glad and laughing on the tree? ' And is it another one ' whose feet and '
hands they are striking?”” 15

The Savior said to me, “He whom you saw ' on the tree, glad ' and
laughing, this is the ' living Jesus. But this one ' into whose hands and 2
feet they drive the nails is his fleshly part, ' which is the substitute '
being put to shame, the one ' who came into being in his likeness. '
But look at him and me.” %8

But I, when I had looked, said, ' “Lord, no one is looking at ' you.
Let us flee this ' place.”

But he said to me, ' “I have told you, 3 ‘Leave the blind alone!” '
And you, see how ' they do not know what they are saying. 82 For the
son of ' their glory instead of my servant ' they have put to shame.” '

And I saw someone about to approach 5 us resembling him, even him '
who . was laughing on the tree. ' And he was (filled) with a ' Holy
Spirit, and he is the ' Savior. And there was a great, 19 ineffable light
around them, ' and the multitude ' of ineffable and ' invisible angels '
blessing them. 1> And when I looked at him, ' the one who gives praise
was revealed. '

And he said to me, ' ‘“Be strong, for you are the one to whom ' these
mysteries have been given, 2 to know them through revelation, ' that
he whom they crucified is ' the first-born, and the home ' of demons,
and the stony vessel (?) ' in which they dwell, of Elohim, % of the cross '
which is under the Law. ' But he who stands near him 'is the living
Savior, the first ' in him, whom they seized % and released, ' who stands
joyfully ' lookinig at those who did him ' violence, while they are
divided among themselves. 83 Therefore he laughs ' at their lack of
perception, ' knowing that they are born blind. ' So then?® the one
susceptible to suffering shall come, since the body ' is the substitute.
But what they ' released was my incorporeal ' body. But I am .the
intellectual ' Spirit filled with 1° radiant light. He * whom you saw coming
to ' me is our intellectual ' Pleroma, which unites ' the perfect light
with 1> my Holy Spirit.

“These things, then, ' which you saw you shall present ' to those of
another race ' who are not of this age. ' For there will be no honor
in any man ' who is not immortal, ' but only (in) those who were

APOCALYPSE OF PETER (VII, 3) 345

chosen ' from an immortal substance, ' which has shown %5 that it is
able to contain him ' who gives his abundance. Therefore ' I said, ‘Every
one ' who has, it will be given to him, and ' he will have plenty’ (Matthew
25:29). 3 But he who does not have, that is, ' the man of this place,
who is ' completely dead, who ' is removed from the planting ' of the
creation of what is begotten, 84 whom, if one ' of the immortal essence
appears, ' they think that ' they possess him— 5 it will be taken from
him and ' be added to the one who is. You,* therefore, be courageous
and do not ' fear at all. For I 'shall be ' with you in order that none 10
of your enemies may prevail over you. ' Peace be to you. Be strong!” '

When he (Jesus) had said these things, he (Peter) came ' to himself. '

Apocalypse of Peter
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The Teachings of Silvanus is a unique tractate in several respects. Not only
is it the only non-Gnostic document in Codex VII; it also is a rare example
of an early Christian Wisdom text, and a portion of it is known to have been
appropriated later for the tradition of teachings attributed to St. Anthony,
founder of the anchoritic type of monasticism in Egypt. The evidence indicates
that the tractate was known and used in monastic circles, and may actually
have been written by a forerunner of a monastic community.

The non-Gnostic character of the Teachings of Silvanus is apparent. Its
theology is not dualistic, its Christology is not docetic, and it implicitly denies
that only some persons are saved “‘by nature.” God, the Father of Jesus, is
the Creator of all things. Moreover, Christ’s humanity is manifested in his
“bearing of affliction for sins,” “dying” as a ‘“‘ransom for sins,” putting on
“humanity.” Because: all persons possess the divine “mind” and “reason,”
potentially all can be saved.

The “‘teachings™ set forth in the tractate are presented in the framework
of a literary genre which is deeply indebted to classical and especially Hellenized
Jewish Wisdom. Many Wisdom forms are utilized, including the address of
the reader as “‘my son,”” negative and positive admonitions, descriptive proverbs
and didactic sayings, hymns and prayers, and contrasts between the wise and
the foolish. Furthermore, like Hellenized Jewish Wisdom, the Teachings of
Silvanus displays some eclectic tastes, with influences from the Bible, the
exegesis of Philo of Alexandria, Middle Platonism, and late Stoicism.

Among the more striking ideas found in the Teachings of Silvanus are those
having to do with ethics, anthropology, theology, and Christology. Attain-
ment of the goal of being “pleasing to God” involves, in the main, rational
control of baser impulses from flesh and body. Achievement of such control
entails fortifying oneself with the teachings of a good teacher, with the “light”
of truth that Christ provides, and with a correct balance of power between
the mind, the soul, and the body—the major constituent parts of every person.
God contains all things without being contained by anything. Thus, he is
not confined to a place—a view contrary to Stoic pantheism. He is difficult to
know except through his “image,” Christ. Christ, in turn, is viewed as the
incarnate Wisdom of God. He has descended into the “Underworld” (that is,

this earth), to free its captives and vanquish its Ruler (Satan) by deceit. He .

seems capable of joining forces with human reason, and of becoming the
indwelling Logos.
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The “Silvanus’ to whom the text is attributed would seem to be the com-
panion of the apostle Paul, or possibly the amanuensis of the apostle Peter
(cf. 1 Peter 5:12). The use of a prominent New Testament name was a common
practice in early Christian apocryphal literature. That the document was
written much later than the first century, however, is clear, and internal
evidence suggests a date of composition in the late second or early third
century, probably in Egypt, in the vicinity of Alexandria.

A scribal note between tractates 4 and 5 (118, 8-9) seems integrally related
to neither. It is in Greek, and includes the “fish’’ acrostic as well as a few
scattered letters and signs.

THE TEACHINGS OF SILVANUS

VII 84, 15-118, 7
118, 8-9

The Teachings of Silvanus '

Abolish every childish time of life, ' acquire for yourself strength '
of mind and soul, ' and intensify the struggle against 2 every folly of the
passions '-of love and base wickedness, ' and love of praise, ' and fond-
ness of contention, ' and tiresome jealousy and wrath, 2> and anger and
the desire ' of avarice. Guard ' your (pl.) camp and ' weapons and
spears. Arm ' yourself and all the soldiers 3 which are the words, and
the commanders ' which are the counsels, and your 85 mind as a guiding
principle.

My ' son, throw every robber ' out of your gates. Guard ' all your
gates with torches® which are the words, and ' you will acquire all
these things for a ' quiet life. But he who will not guard ' these things
will become like a ' city which is desolate since it has been !° captured,
and all kinds of wild beasts have ' trampled upon it. For thoughts
which * are not good are evil wild beasts. ' And your city ' will be filled
with robbers, and you 1> will not be able to acquire peace, ' but only
all kinds of savage wild beasts. ' The Wicked One, who is ' a tyrant, is
lord over these. While ' directing this, he (the Wicked One) is beneath
the great 2 mire. The whole city ' which is your soul will perish. '

Remove all these, O ' wretched soul. ' Bring in your guide and 2
your teacher. The mind is the guide, ' but reason is the teacher. ' They
will bring you ' out of destruction and dangers. '

Listen, my son, to my 3 advice! Do not show your back ' [to] your
enemies and flee, but ' rather pursue them as a [strong one]. 86 Be not
an animal, with men ' pursuing you; but ' rather, be a man, with you
pursuing ' the evil wild beasts, lest somehow 3 they become victorious
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over you and trample ' upon you as on a dead man, ' and you perish
due to ' their wickedness.

O wretched ' man, what will you !® do if you fall into their ' hands?
Protect yourself ' lest you be delivered into the hands of your ' enemies.
Entrust yourself to this ' pair of friends, reason *®* and mind, and no one '
will be victorious over you. May God ' dwell in your camp, ' may his
Spirit protect your ' gates, and may the mind of divinity 2° protect the
walls. Let holy reason ' become a ' torch in your mind, burning ' the
wood which is the entirety of sin. '

And if you do these things,-O my son, 25 you will be victorious over
all your enemies, ' and they will not be able to wage war ' against you,
neither will they be able ' to stand firm, nor will they ' be able to get in
your way. 2 For if you find these, you will despise ' them as deniers of
truth. ' They will speak with you, [cajoling] ' you and enticing (you), not
because they are [afraid] 87 of you, but because they are afraid of ' those
who dwell within you, ' namely, the guardians of the divinity ' and the
teaching.

My son, 5 accept the education and the teaching. ' Do not flee from
the education and ' the teaching, but when you are taught, ' accept (it)
with joy. And if ' you are educated in ° any matter, do what is good. '
You will plait a crown of ' education by your guiding principle. ' Put
on the holy teaching ' like a robe. Make yourself noble-minded 1 through
good conduct. ' Have the austerity of ' good discipline. Judge ' your-
self like a wise judge. ' Do not lose my teaching, 2° and do not acquire
ignorance, ' lest you lead your people astray. ' Do not flee from the
divine ' and the teaching which are within ' you, for he who is teaching 2
you loves you very much. ' For he shall bequeath to you a worthy
austerity. ' Cast out the animal nature ' which is within you, ' and 3 do
not allow base thought to enter you. ' For ... you ' know the way which
I teach. '

If it is good to rule over the [few], ' as you see it, 3% [how] much better
is it that you 88 rule over everyone, since you are exalted ' above every
congregation and every people, ' (are) prominent in every respect, ' and
(are) a divine reason, having 3 become master over every power ' which
kills the soul.

My son, does anyone ' want to be a slave? ' Why, then, do you trouble
yourself wrongly? '

My son, do not 1° fear anyone except ' God alone, the Exalted One. '
Cast the deceitfulness of the Devil ' from you. Accept the light ' for your
eyes, and cast 15 the darkness from you. Live ' in Christ, and you will
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acquire ' a treasure in heaven. Do not become ' a sausage (made) of
many things ' which are useless, and do not 2 become a guide ' on behalf
of your blind ignorance. '

My son, listen to my ' teaching which is good and useful, ' and end
the sleep which weighs heavy upon you. 2 Depart from the forgetfulness '
which fills you with darkness, ' since if you were unable ' to do anything,
I would not have said these things ' to you. But Christ came in order to
give you ® this gift. Why do you * pursue the darkness though the light '
is at your disposal? Why ' do you drink stale water though ' sweet is_
available for you? 35 Wisdom summons [you], 89 yet you desire folly. '
Not by your own desire do you do ' these things, but it is the animal
nature ' within you that does them. 5

Wisdom summons you ' in her goodness, saying, ' “Come to me, all
of you, ' O foolish ones, that you may receive a ' gift, the understanding
which is1° good and excellent. I am giving to you ' a high-priestly
garment ' which is woven from every (kind of) wisdom.” What else '
is evil death except ' ignorance? What else is ¥ evil darkness except
familiarity ' with forgetfulness? Cast your anxiety ' upon God alone.
Do not become ' desirous of gold and silver ' which are profitless, but 20
clothe yourself with wisdom like ' a robe, put knowledge ' upon you
like ' a crown, and be seated upon a throne ' of perception. For these
are yours, 2 and you will receive them again on high ' another time.

For a foolish man ' puts on folly ' like a robe, and ' like a garment
of sorrow % he puts on shame. And ' he crowns himself with ignorance '
and takes his seat ' upon a throne of ' [nescience]. For while he is [with-
out reason], 90 he leads only himself astray, for ' he is guided by igno-
rance. ' And he goes the ways ' of the desire of every passion.® He
swims in the desires ' of life and has foundered. ' To be sure, he thinks
that he finds profit ' when he does all the things ' which are without
profit. The 1 wretched man who goes ' through all these things will die
because ' he does not have the mind, ' the helmsman. But he is like ' a
ship which the wind tosses ® to and fro, and like ' a loose horse which
has no rider. ' For this (man) ' needed the rider which is reason. ' For
the wretched one went astray 20 since he did not want ' advice. He was
thrown to and ' fro by these three evil things: ' he acquired for himself
death as ' a father, ignorance 2> as a mother, and evil counsels—' he
acquired them ' as friends and brothers. ' Therefore, foolish one, you
should mourn for yourself. '

From now on, then, my son, return 3 to your divine nature. ' Cast
from [you] these evil, ' deceiving friends! ' [Accept] Christ, [this true



